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1 2 On Top of a Tornado 
Ever wonder what it must be 
like to ride a man-made tor- 
nado for more than 200 
miles at speeds in excess of 
40 knots? To find out, just 
ask any member of LCAC 
Assault Craft Unit 5 of Camp 
Pendleton, Calif. 

16 Casualty Control 
Damage controlmen fight 
fires, patch bulkheads and 
ruptured pipes and train 

20 Five Decades of Freedom 
- NATO Turns 50 
In April, leaders from all 
over the world came together 
in Washington, D.C., to cele- 
brate the signing of the 
North Atlantic Treaty and 
the establishment of NATO. 

Sailors in chemical, biological 
and radiological warfare 
(CBR). They have to know 
their jobs well. The entire 
crew depends on them. But 
where do they learn the skills 
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24 Into the Night - Baffle 
Stations Gets Tougher 
“They’re coming back from 
Battle Stations,” Seaman 
Recruit Martin Lawrence 
remembers someone saying 
as the column of sweat- 
drenched recruits outfitted 
in gas masks and battle 
helmets marched by. He 
didn’t know what it was, or 
what it meant. Now, eight 
weeks later, he is about to 
find out ... 

3 0 Fleet Battle Experiment 
“Echo” 
This past spring the Navy 

another in.the series of 
experiments designed to test 
the effectiveness of naval 
forces when they face uncon- 
ventional, non-military d 
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threats in shallow coastal 
waters. FBE-E was designed 
to employ new and emerging 
operational concepts and 
technologies to counter any 
potential threats in littoral 
areas. 

3 2 The $35 Million Dollar Man 
When his millions fly away, 
Aviation Mechanics Mate 
Anthony Troupe doesn’t 
worry. He knows they’ll 
always come back. That 
multi-million dollar F/A- 18 
Hornet that just shot off the 
deck is his. He “owns” it. That 
makes him one of the richest 
men in the Navy. 

3 5 The Woman of Steel 
Hull Technician 2nd Class 
Gale Maio probably knows 
just about every inch of pip- 
ing on board USS Theodore 
Roosevelt (CVN 71). Because 
if something breaks, who do 
you think they’re going to call 
to fix it? 

3 8 Building a Better Board 
The Electronic Technician “A“ 
School at Naval Training 
Center, Great Lakes, Ill., is 
using concepts like the 
“Smartboard” to turn all of 
its classrooms into 
Automated Electronic 
Classrooms. 

On the Cover 
Sailors on board USS George Washington (CVN 73) suit up.. . ready for action! 
Pictured are: 1. SMSN Chrisy Ogden 2. AW2(AW/NAC) Chad Wolters 
3. MA2(SW/AW) Brian Metcalf 4. AA James Brown 5. BM2 Joseph Tidwell 
6. AS3 Alejandro Nieves 7. QMSA James Wagoner 8. AN Ryan W. Cash 
9. AWl(AW/NAC) Craig Wooten 10. DC2 Adam J. Smith 

Photo by JOl Robert Betason and 102 Joseph Gunder ZZZ 
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40 From Pieces to Parts 
Mechinery Repairman 1st 
Class Mew “Bando” Keeto 
may be a machinist, but some 
say he is a magician. He can 
do wonders with the most 
insignificant shards of metal. 
When something breaks and 
there aren’t any spare parts 
available to fix it, Keeto 
simply makes new ones. 

C 

On the Back Cover 
Recruits work together to carry a shipmate in 
the stokes stretcher through the downed power 
line obstacles during the Mass Casualty 
scenario of Battle Stations. 

Photo by PHI James Hampshire 
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A Norfolk-based carrier leaves port and makes her 
way to sea under a canvas-like canopy. 

Photo by PH1 William Goodwin 
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his station in the Combat Information Center 
(DD 965) during recent Y2K validation testing 

in San Diego. 1 

sing a Baffld Group Systems Integration Test (BGSIT), the US. 
Pacific Fleet recently verified Y2K compliance in a battle group U environment at sea. 

As the baffle $roup cruised the Pacific, each ship’s dock was rolled 
forward to the year 2000 to ensure that systems acm the group would 
continue to work 4ogether in the new year. 

Of the 260 sy ms throughout the baffle group that were tested, 
only two minor an malies were found. These are being corrected. 

“We feel confi 3 ent that Pacific Fleet is ready for the Year 2000,” said 
CAPT Tim Trave&, Pacific Fleet Y2K director. “I can be this confident 
because of all theitesting we’ve done in the lab, on ships in port and now 
at sea in a battle $roup environment.” 

Sixteen ships from the US. Navy’s Pacific Fleet, the U.S. Coast Guard 
and Canada partidipated in the exercise. It was the first battle group 
exercise designed1 to validate systems for Y2K. 

Y2K is a top priority for the Pacific Fleet and is considered an impor- 
tant readiness iss e. This validation exercise was a multi-level, baffle 
group approach d signed to ensure that multi-ship group can work 
together as a tea without interference from MK-related problems. 

During the p i three years, the Navy has inventoried Y2K-vulnerable 
systems and insdlled fixes to correct known Y2K problems. 

This underway validation was the final step in the Y2K validation 
process for this gqoup of ships. Future Pacific Fleet BGSlTs will include 
the USS John C. bnnis (CVN 74) and the USS Kiffy Hawk (CV 63) Baffle 
Groups, as well 3 other forward-deployed naval forces. The Atlantic 

validation. 

Story by J02 Sea0 A. Hughes, who is aSs&ned to the public affaits office 
Commander in Ctiief, Pacific Fleet. 
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USS Thorn leads 
ilufational FlyEx ’99 

aking enough deck land- 
ings to challenge an 
aircraft carrier, heli- 

copters from eight NATO 
warships, including USS Thorn 
(DD 988), recently conducted 
Fly& ‘99 while on station in the 
Adriatic Sea. The exercise 
helped helicopter crews and 
shipboard operators refine their 
flight operation skills while 
working in a multinational 
environment. 

flagship for Commander, 
Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean (STANAV- 
FORMED), orchestrated the 
five-hour flight exercise. 
STANAWORMED ships and 
helicopters conducted a series c 
aerial events induding deck 
landing qualifications, radar- 
vectored approaches, personnel 
transfer, hoisting and vertical 
replenishment, recovery and 
assist landings and refueling 
operations. 

“We conduct exercises such 
as this in order to attain a 
certain level of interoperability 
within the force,” said Thorn’s air 
detachment officer-in-charge, 
LCDR Scott G. Wolfe. ‘When 
you have ships and helicopters 
which are unfamiliar with each 
other’s operating procedures, it’s 
very important to standardize 
the way you do business.” 

Thorn, which was serving as 

As Operations Specialist 2nd 
Class Josh Hunter of Canon 
City, Colo., explained, once the 
language barrier between ships 
was overcome, the standardiza- 
tion process between 
multinational forces could 
begin. - 

“When we operate with U.S. 
ships, the procedures are stan- 
dard,” said Hunter. “Our 
challenge in working with heli- 
copters from different countries 
is becoming familiar with their 
procedures.” 

By enhancing the effective- 
ness of helicopter and flight 
deck crews on all NATO vessels, 
Fly& ‘99 has helped STANAV- 
FORMED warships standardize 
helicopter-operating procedures 
and achieve increased force 
interoperability. 

Story by LTJG Robert Bryans, 
USS Thorn (DD 988). 

NMC San Diego 
Uses New Device 
to Analyze Cancerous 
lesions 

aval Medical Center San 
Diego has a new device to N analyze cancerous lesions. 

Using a simple sugar 
compound that is absorbed by 
the lesion, a new device called a 
Positron Emission Tomography 
(PET) scanner can create 
images that show the sugar 

Send your comments to: 
A l l  Hands, Naval Media Center 
(AlTN: Editor) 
271 3 Mitscher Rd., S.h. 
Washington, D.C. 20373-581 9 

or e-mail: allhandsOmediacen.navy.mi’ 
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type of scam ”Credit Card Securities” and ”National Credit Card \A and Yb 
This month’s column focuses on Y2K 

m the CNO’s Y2K Project Office. 

t NAVADMIN about 
e any more details? 

m artists out there 
en he said, ”There’s a sucker born 

mongers who hope to cash in on your uncertainties about 
unsolicited callers. If 
US! Take actions to 

e any such calls, 

Is0 some bank sca 
wing experience w 

man this week 
the National Fraud Inform 
scam related to the pending 

Year 2000 (Y2K) problems. In 
call from a solicitor who is of 

or “Y2K-compliant magnetic 
e caller says he represents a 
r, but he does not mention the 

ts. The caller states that 
nd that I needed to 

unds to this special b 
im’s credit card “Y2K compliant” and immune to 
ennium-related problems, a new magnetic strip 
he victim to affix to  the card. However, the victi 
ested to give the credit card number to the calle 

lues in this scenario that ind 
licitors always identify them 

money 
represe 

if I didn’t transfer 
nted, he hung up.” 

ugh a reading device 
magnetic strip for approval purposes. Therefore, 

2K “reading” problem, it would probably be in the 
iped through, not the car 

someone asks you for your c number. After 
e is calling about 
w the number? 

other related Y2K 
nce” is offered to protect cardholders from any Y2K- 

problems. The Naval Criminal Investigative Service 

The bottom lines are: (1) If it sounds like it doesn’t make sense, 

-... _ _  ............................ ........ 

of two companies that have been associated with this parttculai 

- 

Do you have a Y2K question you would 
like US to answer? Go ahead and send it 
to us. We’ll select a few questions every month and 
seek out the experts for answers. You can mail your 
questions to: 

I 
1 

A// Hands, Naval Media Center 
(ATTN: Y2K and You), 
2713 Mltscher Rd., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20373-5819. I 
Or you can send us an e-rnail at 
allhandsOmediacen.navy.mil. Be sure to include 
your name, rate and duty station and don’t forget to I put the words “Y2K and You” in the subject line. 
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accumulation @ the cancerous 
lesion. Non-can@rous lesions 
do not show the1 accumulation. 

The resultand PET scan can 
be used by the physician to 
determine treatment. PET scans 
more accurately show the 
extent of the caricer and thus 
provide more in ormation 
about whether s i rgery, radia- 
tion treatment c# some other 

form of care would have the 
greatest chance of success. 

‘Xt least eight surgeries, 
which would not have benefited 
the patient, have been avoided 
since installation of the PET 
scanner,” said CDR Rodney 
Dunseath, Nuclear Medicine 
Division director. “By looking at 
the processing of the imaging 
agent in the chest and neck, 

1 A 

II ’ ..., first experience on board 
an aircrafl carrier was defi- 
nitely a memorable one,” said 
502 Brigette Bar es. “But the 
best part was ju 4 getting to 
the ship. 

Assigned to cdver JTFm 
99-1, Barnes drove down to 

,.. r* c 

on board delivety (COD) plane. 
“I was psyched ftlr the trap. Everyone had told me about it. But, the 
plane developedlmechanical problems halfway to the carrier, and we 
returned to Notfdlk. 

“The next day4 we were loaded onto a CH-53 Sea Stallion. The back 
of the helicopter was open, so it was very cold. After an hour and a half 
flight, we circledl the carrier for another hour and a half, unable to land. 
We then had to Yead back to Cherry Point, N.C., to refuel. 

a charm because we finally set down on the 
great days on board receiving the education 

of a lifetime.” 

we’re better able to determine if 
there is unsuspected cancer and 
then provide better direction 
for the patient’s treatment.” 

Story by Doug Sayers, Naval 
Medical Center Sari Diego 

MCB-24 Wins FY98 

Perry Award for being the most 
outstanding naval mobile 
construction battalion in the 
Naval Reserve Component. 

NMCB-24’s selection is 
based on outstanding perfor- 
mance in achieving the highest 
mobilization readiness level 
within the 2nd Naval 
Construction Brigade and 
providing more than 5,000 days 
of quality support to various 
joint and Navy customers 
worldwide. In addition to 
quality and on-time accom- 
plishment of project tasking, 
NMCB-24’s innovative 
approach to training at all levels 
resulted in an exceptionally high 
overall skill level attainment. 

NMCB-25 achieved a close 
second in the selection process, 

exhibiting outstanding perfor- 
mance in completing an arduous 
military training program, while 
simultaneously completing more 
than 3,000 days of contributory 
support. 

Story by Naval Facilities Civil 
Engineering Command, 
Washington, D.C. 

Stennis Named Fleet’s 
C-ier 

SS Joht - Stennis 
(CVN 74) was recently 
announced as the 1998 

ADM Flatley Memorial Award 
winner for being the Navy‘s 
safest aircraft carrier. The award 
recognizes naval vessels that 
surpass all competitors in ship- 
board safety. The basis for 
selection is operational readines 
and safety. 

“This is my fourth carrier, 
and no carrier has put more 
emphasis on safety than this 
ship,” said Chief Aviation 
Boatswain’s Mate (Launching- 
Recovery Equipment) Mike Petty 
of Pocatello, Idaho. “The maiden 
deployment was the first 
mishap-free cruise I’ve ever been 
on. From our pre-commis- 
sioning phase in Norfolk to the 

ickv’q Tour 
By 503 Mike C. Jones 

mikeiones43 @ hotmail.com 
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P ‘ wepulled 
into San Diego, 

we developed a 
good training foundation on 
safety, and I’m certain it will 
stay that way for years to 
come.” 

While underway in 1998, the 
ship logged nearly 17,000 flight 

also conducted more than 
41,000 aircraft moves without 

a mishap, received nearly 13.5 
million gallons of JP-5 jet fuel 
and delivered more than 
280,000 gallons during 14 
underway replenishments 
without a spill. Safe anchor 
operations were conducted 29 
times, and injuries requiring 
medical attention were reduced 
by 20 percent from 1997. 

Story by 103 Jason B. Heavner, 
hours, more than 11,000 fixed- 
wing landings and more than 
4,000 helicopter landings with 
no flight violations. The ship 

assigned to the public affairs 
ofice, USS John C. Stennis 
(CViV 74.) 

. 
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Thirty-five years ago, the 
June 1964 issue of All Hands 
focused on Navy boats. Some 
features in the issue were: 

Jacks-of-aiLJobs: The Story of 
Navy Boats. “No matter how 
large and how modern our ships 
may become, boats will always 
be a necessity in the Navy.” 

Amphlb Anniversary: “When 
the Navy’s amphibious forces counted the 22 candles on 
their birthday cake earlier this year, they began taking 
stock of their past and present accomplishments and 
their future possibilities. The findings were impressive.” 

MSBs Stay Up Front and Lead the Way: “MSBs are 
minesweeping boats. They were specifically designed for 
minesweeping duties but are not designated as 
minesweeping vessels nor classified as combatant ships. 
They’re designated as service craft, and assigned to the 
Atlantic and Pacific Fleet Mine Forces. 

J U N E  1 8 8 0  

By Master  Chief  P e t t y  Of f icer  of t h e  
Navy M M C M ( S S / S W / A W )  J im Herdt  

The following questions are from an all har 
call at the Defense Information School, Ft. 

:ade, Md. 

Q: Will single and married Sailors ever 
be paid the same Basic Allowance for 
Housing rates? 

around for as long as I’ve been 

that it’s beginning to make its way onto many people’s scopes, 
especially those on the Revolution in Business Affairs working 
group. I’m not sure 1’11 see it come to fruition during my tenure 
as MCPON, but it’s something that will merit watching. 

t forecast what will happen, but I do know 

rs who do no1 
be hurt in the advancement process? 
A: For Sailors who have not had the opportunity to earn 
warfare device, the mandatory warfare qualification does n 

warfare qualification 

apply. For those Sailors who have had the opportunity to qualify 
since the mandatory requirement went into effect in September 
1999, it will. Sailors serving on a Type 2 or Type 4 platform who 
are not warfare qualified have 18 months to complete the 
program. Sailors who are already qualified must requalify within 
12 months of checking onboard a Type 2 or Type 4 command. 

Q: Why are we letting more recruits without a high 
school diploma into the Navy? 
A: Enlisting approximately 10 percent of recruits without a high 
school diploma, instead of 5 percent, is just a return to our 
standards before the drawdown. As we entered the 199Os, we 
were able to raise entrance standards because of the lower 
recruitment numbers allowed by the drawdown. I want to stress 
to all of you that we are still recruiting quality Sailors. Though 
some of these Sailors do not have a diploma, they have demon- 
strated that they are proven performers through previous work 
experience and above average test scores. They may have left 
high school due to financial need or were home-schooled. Do 

not forget that the Sailors who won Desert Shie/d/Storm were 
recruited at the 10 percent ratio. 



Mrs. Mary Elizabeth “Tipper” Gore and Under Secretary 
Jerry Hultin talk with USS Greeneville (SSN 772) Sailors in the 
crews’ mess. Mrs. Gore is the sponsor for Greeneville and had the 
opportunity to embark the submarine. While aboard the sub she met 
with the crew, rode the bridge, assumed duties as the planesman, 
observed general quarters and experienced a demonstration of 
“angles and dangles.” 

the Navy 

Sailors 
ctive-duty Sailors and 
their family members A making PCS moves may 

now obtain information on 
available medical care at theii 
new permanent duty station. 

Simply log onto the World 
Wide Web under TRICARE 
at www.TRICARE.osdmilo1 
via the DOD and Navy’s new 
LIFELINES site at 
www.lifelines4qol.org. 

Military personnel and 
their family members can get 

Aviation Electronics Technician 2nd Class (AWE W) 
@llrY 0. Amadasu W ~ S  selected as uss Enterprise (CVN 65) 1998 Junior ! ailor of the Year. His duties include 3M work center supervisor, electrical safety 

and tool issue manager, safety petty officer, hazardous materials petty officer, phys- 
ical readiness coordinator and instructor in both air and surface warfare programs. 

I 
Aviation Storekeeper 1st  Class (AW) Samuel C. Dowell 

named as Naval Forces Japan’s 1998 Sailor of the Year by RADM Donald A. 
Commander, Naval Forces Japan. Dowell, a native of Bentonville, Ark, 

presented Naval Air Facility Misawa. 

filectronic Technician First Class (SW/AW) Christlna Hlnes 
as recently selected as 1998 Sailor of the Year aboard USS Wasp (LHD 1). Hines, x e communications work center supervisor, maintains all of Wasps external 

dommunications. 

I 

kadiornan First Class (AW) Chlqulta Golden-Talbot w a ~  s e l e d e d  as 
998 Sailor of the Year for U.S. Special Operations Command, Tampa, Fla. As a lead L admhktrator, she is responsible for more than $100 million worth of command, 

qmmunication and computer systems and provides intelligence network support to 
+ore than 3,200 special operations personnel at more than 30 worldwide locations. 

information about health 
care services at their new 
duty station, browse provider 
(doctor) directories, review 
commonly asked questions, 
send e-mail and download 
forms. Call your TRICARE 
office at the toll free numbers 
below: 

Region 1: 
(PA, CT, DE, MA, MD, ME, 
NH, NJ, NY, VT, RI, 
Northern VA and Wash. 
DC) 1-888-999-5195 

*Region 2: 
(Southern VA, NC) 
1-800-931-9501 

*Region 3 and 4: 
(SC, GA, FL, AL, MS, TN, 
LA) 1-800-444-5445 
Region 5: 
(MI, WI, IL, IN, OH, KY, 
WV) 1-800-941-4501 

*Region 6 
(OK, AR, LA, TX) 
1-800-406-2832 

*Region 7 and 8: 
(NM, AZ, NV, Southwest 
TX, CO, UT, WY, MT, 
Southern ID, ND, SD, NE, 
KS, MN, IA, MO) 

*Region 9 and 1 0  

Region 11: 

1-800-406-2832 

(CA) 1-800-242-6788 

(WA, OR, Northern ID) 
1-800-404-01 10 

*Region 12: 

*Overseas: 1-888-777-8343 
(HI) 1-800-242-6788 

Story by TRICARE public 
affairs. 

10 A L L  H A N O I  



Whittington, a native of 
Louisville, Ky., assigned to 

Fleet Combat Training 
Center, Dam Neck, Va., and 

MS2 Marino T. Terrell of 
USS Ramage (DDG 61) from 

Alexandria, La., prepare a 
batch of pinwheels. 

Above: MS2 Ronnie L. 

t’s a fact. Sailors are always 
ready to learn. Whether it’s on- I the-job training, “C” schools or 

off-duty education, Sailors can 
never seem to get enough of what 
it takes to improve their job skills, 
leadership potential or good old- 
fashioned know-how. Trouble is, 
getting the necessary training to 
sustain that level of readiness can 
be difficult. So, the Navy is doing 
something about it. 

Through a program initiated 
by the Chief of Naval Education 
and Training, schools that were 
once deemed too costly in terms 
of dollars or TAD time are being 
brought to high fleet concentra- 
tion areas. 

The Homeport Training 
concept is one answer to the fleet’s 
requirements for training. The 
idea is to provide courses through 
commercial vendors in areas that 
are accessible to a great number of 
Sailors. According to Fred 
Barranger, director, Local Training 
Authority Hampton Roads, mess 
management specialists in 

I Sailors can also earn Navy 
Enlisted Classifications and 

Norfolk are involved in the pilot 
program that may eventually be 
expanded to other areas. 

“The Culinary Arts course at 
Tidewater Community College is 
an example of the non-traditional 
education that we are trying to 
provide,” explained Barranger. 
“General mess operations, private 
mess operation, and public quar- 
ters flag mess were all courses that 
were single-sited in San Diego. 
For an East Coast Sailor to attend 
the course, commands would lose 
the Sailor for a long period of 
time and have to spend a lot of 
TAD dollars. CNET is trying to be 
responsive to that by taking these 
courses, particularly courses that 
lend themselves to commercial 
applications, and go to commer- 
cial outlets to teach the courses 
and get them out to the fleet 
concentration areas.” 

potential sites are being 
researched to expand the 
program. In addition to the 
obvious benefits of learning, 

Barranger added that other 

college credits from these courses. 
Barranger said the response has 
been overwhelming. 

“They‘re asking for more 
training - courses for the general 
mess that they can take back to 
their command to improve the 
quality of the product they’re able 
to provide.” 

“What we do here affects the 
troops,” said Mess Management 
Specialist 2nd Class Amy M. 
Parker of Fleet Combat Training 
Center, Dam Neck, Va. “If we 
bring back one thing we learn 
here to the command, it makes a 
big difference. People eat with 
their eyes so things like garnishing 
can really make a difference. 
Having the class here is excellent. I 
don’t have to worry about having 
someone take care of my house. I 
can just come up here for class 
every day.” 

Schafer is a Norfolk-based photo- 

I 
journalist for All Hands. 
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hovercraft to takeoff. 
of floating more than 
on a blanket of air cr 



S t o r y  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  P H 2  A a r o n  A n s a r o v  

ver wonder what it would be like to ride a man-made 
tornado for over 200 miles at speeds in excess of 40 
knots? Then beaching that tornado and offloading more 
than 60 tons of people and 
equipment? 

To find out, just ask any member 

ship to shore quickly and safely. Personnel are not exposed on the 
deck of an LCAC during operations. They stay in a “personnel 
transport module.” This sardine can-looking box is quickly set 

up and holds about 180 troops for 
transport without anybody’s hair I getting wind blown. 

of the Landing Craft Air Cushion I I Other distinct features of the 
(LCAC) Assault Craft Unit (ACU) 5 LCAC’s multi-tasking capabilities are 
of Camp Pendleton, Calif. At ACU- the addition of mine countermeasures, 

which make the craft a capable mine 
seeker, and a cold weather kit, which 
allows LCACS to operate in arctic 
conditions. 

But it takes more than a few people 

5 Sailors have the opportunity to 
operate or maintain one of more 
than 90 of these floating jets and 

is a craftmaster, usually a chief petty 

they love it. 
“I’ve been here a little more than 

two years and it’s the best job I’ve to handle this great beast on air. There 
ever had:’ said Fireman Lane 
Mounlasy, who is stationed with officer or above; a navigator; and an 
ACU-5 on board LCAC 75. “You can ask anybody here and engineer who occupy the LCAC’s cockpit. These three Sailors 
they’ll say the same. Once you get to ACU-5, you don’t want to form the heart of the LCAC, and ensure safe delivery of combat 
leave. The duty is great.” forces ashore. 

d 
I_- 
(bft to d g ~ )  GSM3 J~~~~ K ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  G,.... N mnta Elliot and 
BM2 Teny Smith are all part of the LCAC-76 team. 

LCACs and their crews have become an integral part of the 
Navy and Marine Corps amphibious landing force. Since 1987, 
when the $6 million dollar assault craft were officially adopted 
into the naval arsenal, the advantages of the LCAC have been 
realized time and again. 

An amphibious task force can use LCACs to make beach 
attacks from nearly 500 miles away. Once in the water, LCACs 

There are also 11 more Sailors working to keep everything 
running smoothly. They perform a variety of tasks including 
maintenance and c 

e gear and equipment 
ondeck. 

will race to the diop zone where they can deploy troops and 
materials on dry, trafficable beaches, thus reducing the build up 
of troops and equipment within the surf zone. Additionally, an 

AC is not restricted by tides, beach gradients or surf condi- 
iving the craft access to 75 percent of the world’s beaches. 

designed to transport Marine forces from 

LC 

1 

? 



weight to float,” Padilla said. 
Padilla has been loading and unloading equipment for 

years and has become an expert. Equipment control on the 
craft is very important to the LCAC’s ability to land safely on a 
beachfront. 

Of course, a proper and effective landing would not be 
possible without the efforts of the crew from Beach Master Unit 
(BMU) 1 based at Naval Amphibious Base, Coronado. Riding 
with the first assault wave of a landing, four to 21 Sailors make 
up a cushion landing zone (CLZ) team setting up the beach and 
guiding all troops and equipment to the combat front. Doing 
this also requires that the CLZ team removes debris and flattens 
the beach to allow for an easier transit. 

“We’re always on call from the time we get to the beach,” said 
Chief Petty Officer Everett Hopper, with BMU-1. “It’s like a 
family who knows what has to be 
done and gets it done.” 

Just as important as the LCAC 
crew and beach masters are the 
Sailors who work on the 
amphibious ships where the LCACs 
are berthed in transit to operational 
areas overseas. Petty Officer 1st 
Class Dwight Johnson, stationed on 

The well deck on USS 
Bonhomme Richard was 

filled to the brim with LCACs 
holding hundreds of tons of 
annod vehicles, hum-vees 
and cargo to be transported 

to land during Exercise 
Urban WanJor ’99. 
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6M3 Flav Medeiros spent 
many hours assisting the LCAQ 

in their landings and takeoffs 
from Alameda Naval Base, San 

Francisco, during Exercise Urban 
Warrior ’99. 

I 
“We’re always on call from the time we get to the beach,” 
said Chief Petty Officer Everett Hopper, with BMU-I. “It’s like 
a family who knows what has to be done and gets it done.” 

board USS Bonhornrne Richard (LHD 6 ) ,  is involved with 
signaling the LCACs during onload and offload of the craft. 
has only done this unassisted a few times, but when asked h 
he liked it, he said, “It feels like I’ve been doing it for years. It’s 
a great job that gets my adrenaline flowing.” 

C Sailors come together a 

yone is put to the test and challenges seem endless. But 
n all is said and done these exercises provide valuable 

lessons and promote a feeling of accomplishment. 
Working with an LCAC unit may be one of the most 

rewarding jobs in the Navy. With such a strong feeling of 
family, it’s the kind of job that people don’t want to leave. 

whole lot of fun. 
And who could blame them? Mastering a tornado can be a 

cleaning the teeth of a 
ese men take great 

eir miahtv machine 

otojourn 
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ibat the f 

s in chemical, biolo 
‘ 

lliake sure they know their jobs - well. 
radiological warfare (CBR). 

The entire crew de 

bions,” said DCCS(SW) Lawrence DeBeau, 

Students attend an intensive eight-week 
urse, covering everything from shoring 

to decontamination training to firefighting. 
The school opened in 1988 at Treasure 

can be filled in less than a minute. Om 
an OBA canister is depleted, it’s us 

“OBAs are ancient compared t G  LUC 

Scott Air Packs,” said DeBeau. 
The new air packs are expensive, but  

they are cost effective in the long run. 
Each air pack costs approximately $2,000, 
but they can be re-used over and over 
again. Although each OBA canister costs 
about $100, it can only be used once and 
then is discarded. Additionally, empty - 
canisters are considered Hazardous 
Material, which causes a 
set of problems. 

According to DeBeau, in the years since 
the 1967 disaster on USS Forrestnl (CV 59), 
naval firefighting science has come a long 
way. Many improvements have been incor- 

’ 

to Great Lakes. 
Firefighting is stresse 

multiple-deck compart 
large, 24,000-gallon propane tanks. 

Sailors are taught to LIS 
Pack,” a self-contained br 
ratus similar to what civilian firefi 
wear, rather than the traditional OB 
oxygen breathing apparatus. The pa 
which Sailors’ strap to th 
on supply and demand. It doesn’t feed air 
to the user unless a breath is taken. It also 

: different 



Students attempt to 
patch a hole in the 
wet trainer. 

“The equipment worn today provides 
the wearer more protection,” said DeBeau. 
“The fire fighting ensemble (FFE) now 
has water packs for cooling the body and 
flash hoods. 

“Firefighting science changes on a 
daily basis,” continued DeBeau. “New 
techniques are being tried all the time. 
For example, aqueous film forming foam 
(AFFF) is now being used to fight bravo 
class (oil and liquid) fires. We’ve gone to 
a five-pound AFFF portable bottle. 
Flight decks now have a HALON 
121 1-type bottle. We’ve gone to water- 
mist systems in the compartments. 
We’ve gone to a single hose attack so 
there won’t be so much water in a 
compartment. Those are some of the 
things we are working with now.” 

The instructors know how important 
it is to train with new technologies. “I’ve 
been through two main space fires back in 
1985 and 1986,” said DCl(SW) Brian 
Guthrie, leading petty officer and student 
military advisor. ‘We didn’t have al l  this 
protective clothing. Firefighting tech- 
niques and equipment have come a long 
way since then.” 

The school’s 60,000-gallon water tank 
is used for firefighting training as well as 
for instruction in the other type of casu- 
alty that makes every sea-going Sailor 
nervous - flooding. 

‘Wet training” in the art of how to 
shore up holes in piping and bulkheads is 
a huge part of training at the DC school. 
Students are instructed in shoring and 
patching while icy-cold water fills the 

trainer, sometimes reaching heights as 
much as four feet. 

“Before I joined the Navy, I always 
wanted to be a fireman,” said DCFR 
Mumtaz Ashraf from Stockton, Calif. “I 
think this school has helped prepare me 
to go out to the fleet and handle any kind 
of situation.” 

“It’s not like other schools where you 
have to sit and be quiet all day,” said 
DCFR Eric AUbritten from Tucson, Arb. 

Being a firefighter on ship is much 
different than being a civilian firefighter. 
“You don’t have wide-open spaces,” said 
DeBeau. “You have to go through narrow 
compartments. You have to work around 
small, tight spaces. You also always have to 
worry about flooding. If you put too 
much water inside the skin of the ship, it 
will sink. Here, students learn to think on 
their feet. At sea you can’t get extra equip- 
ment. You have to manage not only your 
time, but the equipment as well. 

“As long as we have ships and they 
have controllers, fuel systems and engines, 
we are going to have casualties,” said 
DeBeau. “And they could happen at any 
time of the day or night.” 

watch. 
But, if it does, don’t panic. DCs are on 

Barnes is a journalist and Hampshire is a 
photojournalist for All Hands. 
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In April, leaders from all over the world came together in Washingto 

D.C. to celebrate the signing of the North AtlanticTreaty and the 
tablishment of NATO. It was a meeting made all the more poi 

by NATO’s effort to halt Serb a-jression in Kosovo during 
Operation Allied Force, NATO’s 50th Anniversary Summit 
memorated the org,. rization’s ext. iordinary success in s 

y and cha- ied the v y for a large 

I L‘1 

LT Glen Sedam briefs a multi- 
sideboys during a NATOspons 

USS Claude L! Rickefts (DDG 5) to 
(Oct. 19,1964) 
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E 
Signalmen from fou 
United States, Canada, Great Britain, Germany) get ready to 

er nations (from left to right: 



the torpc-_ ..-..I aboard USS 
Norfolk (SSN 714) SN Daymond 

icobs (left), from Atlanta, and 
EM2 Jim Piatt, from Vineland, 

pre-load inspection of a 
Tomahawk cruise missile. 

: 
viauon oranancemen load missiles and bombs onto an aircraft 

in preparation for air strikes over Kosovo. USS Theodore 
lt(CVN 71) arrived in the Mediterranean on a regular1 

scheduled deployment and was ordered to the A 
specifically support the Operation Allied Force. 

from USS Philippine Sea’s (CG 58) 
forward missile deck in the early - -  1 

An F-14 Tomcat engages its afterburners prior to a night 
launch off the flight deck of USS Theodore Roosevelt(CVN 71). 

Turkey Republic of Germany 

URKEY REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
I C I9551 

Two Sailors aboard USS 
Norfolk (SSN 714) secure a 
Tomahawk missile capsule to 
the pivot tray in the boat’s 
torpedo room following a 
successful launch. 

I, 
Poland 

I /  
I L  

Czech Republ 

HUNGARY, POLAND, CZECH REPUBLIC 
I I9991 



S t o r y  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  P H 1  J i m  H a m p s h i r e  

ecruit Martin D. Lawrence remembers the day very clearly. He had just begun boot camp 

as the recruit chief petty officer of Division 109, when they came running by - senior 

drenched in sweat, outfitted in helmets, gas masks and clearly showing the labors of a full 

night of non-stop exercises. “They’re coming back from Battle Stations,” he remembers someone 

saying under their breath. He didn’t know what it was, or what it meant. And now eight weeks later, 

he was about to find out. 

“I remember PR day,” Lawrence reflects, as Division 109 draws its equipment for the night’s 

Battle Stations exercise. “I was sitting there and saw those guys going around the corner. All I 

remember is Chief screaming at us, ‘You’re not good enough to look at them, keep your eyes straight 

forward!’ It‘s pretty cool because now I’m that person, and we’re that division. 

“I’m looking forward to it,” the 21-year-old Lawrence added with enthusiasm. As other members 

of his division draw their gear, many openly share his enthusiasm. Others appear nervous. Though 

they’ve all heard rumors about Battle Stations since the day they enteied boot camp, the actual 

events are a closely guarded secret. All they know for certain is that tonight will be a long night, one 

they must complete successfully i f  they are to graduate from recruit training. 

I A L L  H A N D S  

I 
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Sweating recrqits pass 50-pound ammo boxes to each other as the 
clock ticks. The line of 60 sand-filled boxes stretches from one set of 
14 pallets, throuah a double set of hatches, and up to a quarterdeck. 
From there they are lifted over a waist-high wall, and passed to the 
other half, a mirlfor image of the first. 

The last box is followed by the first 5-gdlon bucket, twisting in 
recruits’ hands ad the water inside jerks the bucket unexpectedly. Filled 
to various amouhts, 30 buckets are followed by an assortment of fire- 
fighting gear, sm4ller buckets and mooring lines. 

“After that firdt minute and a half,” said Lawrence, “we realized that 
we had to stop, and re-think what we were doing.” The recruits 
initially struggled through an attempt to walk every item from pallet 
to pallet. But quick thinking paid off; the facilitators are impressed 
with the speed at which they recovered to come up with a plan that 
worked. I 

0000: Abandon S h i p  D r i l l  
After plunging into the pool, and making it onboard two life rafts, 

the remainder of the evolution provides a measure of rest for the 
recruits. 

Lawrence, after they complete the pool evolution without a hitch. 
“The big thing was to do it so everyone would be saved,” said 

0100: Magazine Flooding 
Locked into two separate 16 foot square compartments, recruits 

feed containers for 3” rounds through an ammo scuttle as cold water 
rains down on them. As the water on the deck rises, facilitators watch 
to make sure they handle each container as if it contained a live 
round. As the last steel case is safely placed on its rack, the stopwatch 
clicks. 

0130: Forrestal Escape Scuttle 
Teamwork is building and the Sailors fly through this event as if 

they had been practicing for weeks. Covering the simulated hot metal 
with their fire-retardant seabags, crewmembers pass through one at a 
time, slowing only to simulate cooling the seabags with water from 
their canteens. Observers are impressed. 

0200:  S h a f t  A l l e y  R e s c u e  
As the company double-times to the confidence course, the facili- 

tator suddenly detours to the quarter mile track surrounding the 
building. They run two laps before entering and being ordered into 
gas masks. Many masks quickly fog up. Lawrence is escorted through 
the confidence course by a facilitator, and told where his team will take 
its two 150-pound mannequins. 

The event is one of pure misery. Already breathing hard from the 

26 

Teammates work 
together to drag a 
shipmate in the 
Stokes stretcher 
under obstacles 
during the Mass 
Casualty Scenario. 

lick smoke greet recuits as 
ey enter a room during the 
vestigate and Rescue phase. 

With sprinklers at full 
bore, recruits pass 

containers for 3-inch 
rounds through a 

bulkhead during the 
Magazine Flooding drill. 

. : ,  

3ecruits circle up in the 
3001 during the Abandon Ship drill. 
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The obstacles lare fiendish. One of the toughest is known as 
“McClintock’s c be.” Named after the former facilitator who 
invented it, the r 1 cruits climb to the top with the stretcher, only to 
find out that the cannot fit the stretcher through the passageway. 
Exploring by sen 1 e of touch, they finally figure out the secret and 
make it through. Rounding a corner, they run head on into another 
team going throqgh the same course in the opposite direction. After 
sorting themselves out, they negotiate low walls, tunnels, horse wire 
and dead ends. BJy the time they bring their shipmate through a 

power lines and to the finish they have lost all 
they st i l l  beat the stopwatch. 

0400: Rape1 B o a r d e r s  
The recruits take their places in the marksmanship trainer. As 

the story of the Silver Star awardee Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class 
James Williams ib told to them over the speakers they mentally 
prepare to shoot, They know a low score will kill them, and too 
many kills will s h k  them. As they prepare to reach for the M- 16 
simulator they a$e suddenly ordered to don gas masks. Seconds 
later a facilitator lyells “Freeze” and goes down the line checking. 
Any recruit founld wearing the mask improperly is dead. Division 
109 suffers casualties before a shot has been fired. Recruits shoulder 
rifles and the scenario continues. They pass. 

0500:  I f l v e s t i g a t e  and Rescue 
Wearing an qBA, the lead recruit prepares to enter a berthing 

area in search ofla shipmate. But when the hatch is thrown open he 
jerks back as if hle had walked into a brick wall. Dense white smoke 
pours out of the Ispace. Visibility is zero. The recruit slowly shuffles 
in, and the two teams follow. The smoke, lack of sleep, and M- 
culty communicating are too much. The first try is a failure. 
Expecting this, the facilitators bring them out to talk about it, then 
send them back in. 

“The second time around it was a lot better,” said Lawrence. “We 
were faster, a lot more energetic. It was boom, boom, boom, boom, 
and we were out of there.” 

They still beat the stopwatch. 

0600: Shipboard  F i r e  F i g h t i n g  
Long hours are taking a toll on the recruits. Sitting on benches is 

testing their ability to stay awake. Lawrence once again assumes the 
duties as RCPO and ensures his Sailors don’t nod off. The call to 
don OBAs and #an the hoses is almost a relief. But the lack of sleep 
is starting to shm. 

Recruits handle 

Recruits of Division 
109 attack a fire 
during the 
Shipboard 
Firefighting 
scenario. 

Recruits await rescue in a life raft 
during the Abandon Ship drill. 

w I 
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rm 
mmanders rely on Aerographer’< 

Mate 1st Class Robert Lotito for timely, accurate weather fo 
casts. The Long Island, N.Y., native, stationed aboard USS 
Coronado (AGF 1 I), sometimes uses a decidedly unconven- 
tional approach to get it for them. He chats. 

room” and discusses weather trends with other 3rd Fleet 
aerographer’s mates. Some people talk about weather, but this 
13-year Navy veteran talks and talks and talks about the 
weather. 

to-the-minute weather information from other ships and shore 
stations. 

Using an Internet protocol called Internet Relay Chat (IRC) 
and commercial software, Lotito gets real-time weather reports 
from all over the world. 

“Using IRC, I can chat with observers in San Diego and 

Everyday Lotito logs onto the Navy weather channel’s “char- 

For Lotito, chatting on line provides him with valuable up- 

Pearl Harbor and receive almost instant weather updates, said 
Lotito. “Using a direct computer-to-computer connection, I 
can even send and receive digital images from locations all over 
the world.” 

Weather can seriously affect a ship’s ability to fight. Having 
accurate weather data is essential. 

“This morning USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6 )  was 
having trouble with flight operations,” said Lotito. “I called over 
there on the chat channel, got the current winds and was able 
to figure out why they couldn’t get their aircraft off the deck.” 

After all these years, Lotito still enjoys working as an AG. “I 
like the face time,” said Lotito. “Every morning I brief the 
admiral, and I get to know everyone. Besides,” he said, “I always 
know what the weather is going to do.” 

Story by Kurt Wesseling, a Reservist assigned to Navy Information 
Bureau New England 101. 

ing the Navy successfully 
d yet another Fleet Battle 

ritime Battle Center 

ffectiveness o f  

t s  in shallow 



RM3 Brian T. Allen 111, from Chicago, verifies 
message traffic prior to transmission aboard 
USS Coronado (AGF 11) in support of Fleet 
Battle Experiment ECHO. 

Ins ider  Tra in ing 
It’s not everyday you get the opportu- 

nity to oversee an entire war-fighting 
experiment. During FBE-E, Operation’s 
Specialist 2nd Class Arne1 R. Ebue 
worked with 3rd Fleet’s Tactical 
Command Center aboard USS Coronado 
(AGF 11) as a coordinator and database 
manager. 

His responsibilities as a manager 
within this element of the command 
required him to efficiently use his 
communication, listening, observation 
and distribution skills. 

“Many of the things going on during 
the experiment are prototype ideas that 
can be used for future war-fighting 
skills,” said Ebue. “This experiment exam- 
ined some new tactical approaches and 
also looked at the maritime warfighting 
skills needed when presented with urban 
restrictions and challenges that the Navy 
has never really had to deal with before.” 

Being a part of the Tactical Command 
Center on board Coronado provided 

Ebue with the opportunity to observe the 
coordination of all phases of the experi. 
ment. 

“Third Fleet forces came together to 
do what they are trained to do in a 
unique setting” said Ebue. “It was inter- 
esting to see a command decision evolv 
from the “big table,” otherwise known a 
the Operation Planning Board. From my 
vantage point, I was able to see the 
experiment unfold as opposed to only 
being involved with a single portion.” 

Ebue finds the experiment an impor 
tant link in maintaining and improving 
the Navy’s readiness. 

“The strength and technological 
expertise showcased in this experiment 
are just a sampling of the things that 
make me proud to be a Sailor in the U.: 
Navy.” 

Story by SN Catherine Sage, a Reservist 
assigned to Navy Information Bureau Ne 
England 101. 
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Troupe pauses from cleaning the cockpit 
windows to communicate with another 
plane captain. They don’t talk; they can’t 
hear each other with cranials on. Instead 
they use hand gestures. 



illinnc swab, 
““e”s cn 

oing, goiqg, gone. Aviation I turnaround usually takes 30 minutes. You 7 

million disappdars into the distance. I 
Not everyone gets to watch that kind 
of money fly aqay. Not too many 
people would dant to. But Troupe 
doesn’t mind, bkcause he knows it’s 
coming back. 

An F/A-18C Hornet is worth about 
$35 million. Anb on board USS 
Theodore Rooseqelt (CVN 71), Troupe is 
a millionaire. Tbat Hornet that just shot 
off the flight debk is his. He l c ~ w n ~ ”  it. He 
even has his n e on it, painted on one 
of the nose lan Tl ‘ng gear doors. 

Troupe is a lane captain for Strike 
Fighter Squadr Ij n (VFA) 15 and he’s a 
$35 million ma . 

‘‘A plane cap t: ain makes sure that a jet’s 
ready to go,” sa’ Troupe. ‘“We have to 
look at everyth’ g g, from the doors down 
to the fasteners ‘to make sure nothing is 
broken. If that Circraft is not ready to go, 
the maintenan department’s going to 
want to talk to f e pilot, then they’re 
going to come 1 oking for me. A plane 
captain is respo sible for safety at all 

Troupe’s Hotnet is one of many 
times. You’ve g 1 t to be safe.” 

aircraft that pdticipated in the Joint Tusk 
Force Exercise (ITFEX) 99-1 off the coast 

was designed to not 

Alter finishing his turnaround- 
waits for the next pilot to fly in “his” plane. 

only to give multinational forces some 
idea of what it’s like to work with each 
other, but also to qualify USS Theodore 
Roosevelt’s carrier battle group and USS 
Kearsarge’s (LHD 3) Amphibious 
Readiness Group for their current 
deployment to the Mediterranean Sea 
and Persian Gulf. 

if our pilots and their flight crews are 
ready for war. When they‘re flying, you 
see people running around, planes 
coming back, landing. One pilot comes 
out, the next one jumps in. You don’t 
have time to spare. You don’t have time to 
breathe. But somehow, someway, you just 
get the job done. 

“Sometimes, they come back and you 
have to do a quick turnaround, continued 
Troupe. “You have five minutes, a 

Troupe said this exercise helps “to see 

really have to push it. For a normal 30- 
minute turnaround, I’d look over the 
whole jet, check the tailhook, the launch 
bar, make sure there’s no nicks or dents. 
Now for a turnaround when you’ve only 
got 5 to 10 minutes, I’d look the bird over I for loose fasteners, clean any fuel or dirt 

before going up 
to the “roof” 
(flight deck). 

from the canopy, and of course. make 
sure the plane’s got gas.” 

JTFEX might be a high-tempo exercise 
to prepare the crew and airwings for what 
they might face in an upcoming deploy- 
ment, but Troupe figures, exercise or not, 
if he’s going to launch a jet, he’s going to 
do it with class. 

“Whoever’s standing next to me has 
got to look good. It doesn’t matter what 
they do, aircraft handling, flight deck 
coordinators. I just want to be sharp. And 
I don’t mean this in a bad way, but I 
really try to show them off,” he added. 

After the pilot climbs into the cock- 
and lowers the canopy, Troupe stands 
near the plane where the pilot can see 
him. He watches as the pilot tests the 
rudder, flaps, elevators, landing lights and 
all other flight controls. He returns a 
“thumbs up” when it’s all done before he 
gives a final salute and hands the plane 
off to one of the “yellow shirts” to be 
taxied to the cat. 

It’s been three weeks since Troupe’s 
name was painted on the nose landing 
gear door of Hornet No. 306. He was 
lucky. “Some people wait four years to get 
their name on a jet. But I only had to 
wait a month. I didn’t believe it at first. A 
fellow plane captain told me I had my 
name on a jet. I ran down there and 
looked, and, oh man.” 

jet? “I don’t wanna break it.” 
So, how does he feel about “owning” a 

Gunder is a photojournalist for All Hands. 
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Every once in a while, U 

make a shelf, a locker or in this case 
Maio pre-drills holes where the 

Roosevelt’s sheet metal shop gets a request to 



Tr 

t’s 6 a.m. The 1MC sounds “Reveille, 
reveille.” Saqors aboard USS Theodore I Roosevelt ( C m  71) roll out of their 

racks and head for the showers. They 
turn on the water and never give a second 
thought to whete it comes from or where 
it goes. Good ing, too. Trying to follow 

carrier would lrlake anyone dizzy. Well, 
almost anyone. Hull Maintenance 
Technicians owp that piping and HT2 
Gale Maio probiably knows just about 
every inch of it. 

Known as thk ‘plumbers of the Navy,’ 
HTs are respondible for maintaining 
ships’ hulls, fittipgs, piping systems and 
associated machinery. They install and 
maintain shipbbard and shore based 
plumbing and piping systems. They also 
look after a vesdel’s safety and survival 

the endless maz 1 of piping on board a 

equipment, and perform many tasks 
related to damage control. 

Maio, a native of Painted Post, N.Y., is 
the only woman in the HT shop onboard 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

“This is their first time having women 
in the shop. The guys are really good. I 
know that if anything happens, they will 
support me,” said Maio. 

On board since October 1998, Maio 
was there when Theodore Roosevelt’s 
Carrier Battle Group and USS 
Kearsarge’s Amphibious Ready Group 
joined other naval units from Great 
Britain, the Netherlands, France, 
Belgium, Canada, Germany, Bolivia and 
Brazil recently, for Joint Task Force 
Exercise (JTFEX) ‘99, the final qualifi- 
cations exercise before the carrier’s 
scheduled six-month deployment. 

Maio carries a power supply to the 
welding booth. 

Work in the HT shop was nudged up a 
notch during the exercise. “We provided 
logistical and repair support to other 
NATO ships that were part of the 
combined battle group operations,” said 
CAPT David Bryant, Theodore Roosevelt‘s 
commanding officer. 

During JTFEX, sorties were flown day 
and night. Planes were constantly shifting 
from the hanger bay to the flight deck 
and weapons were also being moved 
around. 

“We had two weapons elevators that 
went down,” said Maio. “It was a trouble 
call job and we had to fix them.” 

Mostly though, there were only minor 
repairs required for the airwing. “There 
are so many things on the flight deck that 
could break,” she said. “If anything 
breaks, we lix it. Most of the division is 
on the Nucleus Fire Party, so they have to 

Maio and the rest of the HTs hang out 
in the sheet metal shop. 



man all the AFFF stations in case there is 
a crash on the flight deck.” 

The 28-year-old joined the Navy nine 
years ago because “it was a dream” of 
hers. The best part of the Navy to her is 
the unity. “You always count on some- 
body,” she said. “Someone is always going 
to be there if you fall.” 

Dirty, dusty, gritty. That’s what usually 
comes to mind when you think of a 
welder. Being an HT in the Navy is no 
different. It’s a dirty job. 

“I try to stay as clean as I can all the 
time,” said Maio. “I wear coveralls - that’s 
a must. I like to present myself as posi- 
tively as I can, especially since I’m the 
only woman in the shop. I have to make 
myself stand a little bit higher than every- 
body else.” 

Maio did not know what she wanted to 
do when she joined the Navy. Right after 

#s the mid-watch in the ballast control room. 
Maio had about a four-hour nap, but that’s all 
she needs to keep going. 

boot camp, she went to fireman apprentice- 
ship school and was put in R- 1 Division on 
USS Emory S. Land (AS 39), a sub tender. 
The division was made up of only HTs. 

years, so I said ‘OK, I’ll play.’ Somebody 
“I was planning on getting out in four 

gave me their HT courses. I went up to 
take the test thinking that I wasn’t going 
to make 3rd class but, I made it. I was 
designated. I am glad I made the decision 
to do the courses and take the test. 
There’s lots of things that I’ve seen. I am 
learning new things each day.” 

There’s not much free time on a ship, 
especially for HTs. Sometimes a job 
comes in and they work all night until 
it’s done. 

Simmons, work center supervisor for 
ERO1, the Sheet Metal shop. “She does 
the work right the first time with very 
little rework.” 

Theodore Rooswelt is currently on its 
Mediterraneanlkabian Gulf deploy- 
ment, but her Sailors on board can rest 
assured that if anything breaks, HT2 
Gale Maio will be right there to fix it. 
Enjoy your showers. 

Barnes is a journalist and Gunder is a 
photoiournalist assimed to All Hands. 

“She’s a hard worker,” said HT1 David 
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he Electronic Technician [‘A“ 
sch@ol, located at Naval Training T Center, Great Lakes, Ill., is using 

concepts likk the “Smartboard” to turn all 
of its classrdoms into Automated 
Electronic &wrooms, or AECS. 

The Smartboard looks like an ordinary 
white wallbbard, but it’s actually an inter- 
active tool linked to the instructor’s 
computer operating software. It works in 
much the s h e  way as the touch pad on a 
laptop computer. The instructor uses a 
special pen which interfaces with the 
computer oh his desk. 

greater flexibility and keeps students 
engaged in the learning process. 
Instructors tan look them in the eye 
rather than ‘droning on from behind a 
projector in the back of a darkened room. 

“This is ia lot better than what I used 

The Smatboard allows the instructor 

I 

i 
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AT3 Douglas Kent, from Albany, MY., studies 
his computer screen, which is built into his 
desk. He is looking at the same thing that the 
instructor is talking about on the big board in 
the front of the class. 

as an instructor when I was in the Navy,” 
said Peter Morrison, a San Diego City 
College instructor working on his ET 
school certification. “I was in the Navy for 
nine years. Four of those I spent as an 
instructor. We didn’t have anything like 
this. We were using transparencies and 
slide machines.” 

You can also attach sound bites to 
draw students into the lesson. For things 
you want to emphasize, you can add the 
sound of a small explosion, or applause 
for when someone answers a question 
correctly. The school is trying to maxi- 
mize learning by changing what - and 
how - their students see, hear and read. 

“The entire curriculum has been 
computerized,” said school instructor 
Electronics Technician 2nd Class Kevin 
Hardin from St. Petersburg, Fla. “It makes 
things so much easier than having to use 

A L L  H A N D S  



L I 

this circuit with the help of the “Smartboard’! 

sems. Even in Navy classrooms. I 
an overhead projector. Now I can go 
click, click, and boom. I’m up and 
running. And I’ve got them all available.” 

“We can use an entire palette of 
colors on the Smartboard,” continued 
Hardin. “When you use a whiteboard, 
you can only choose from four or five 
colored markers. I also have a remote 
control so I can go from slide to slide 
from anywhere in the room. That helps a 
lot. I can walk around and make sure my 
students aren’t getting lost.’’ 

ET1 (SW) Jesse Hall, an instructor 
from DeQueen, Ark., says he thinks the 
electronic classroom enhances the 
learning capabilities of the whole school. 
“It keeps people more alert and they 
tend to ask more questions.” 

In addition to the Smartboard, AECs 
are also experimenting with the 
Interactive Electronic Technical Manual 

System (IETMS) classroom where 
computers are built right into the desk 
of each student. 

“We use this for interactive schematic 
work,” said Fire Controlman 2nd Class 
(SW) Duffy Wolvin from Everette, Wash. 
“Sometimes when you draw on a board, 
it is difficult for the students in the back 
to really see what you are doing, espe- 
cially with the schematics. Here we can 
draw on the main board and everything 
is automatically visible on the individual 
screens in front of them.” 

According to ETCS( SW) Nathan 
Stevens from Wilmot, Wis., leading chief 
petty officer at ET “A” school, “The 
graphics are great. Our rating uses a lot 
of abstracts. I can tell you that if you 
turn on a light switch, a light will come 
on. The people we train have to under- 
stand why it comes on. 

“A lot of the radar fundamentals are 
the same. You can’t see it, but under- 
standing how it works is essential in 
wave-guide problems, antenna problems, 
chokejoy problems, understanding the 
use of an echo box and all the different 
things that go along with trou- 
bleshooting equipment. If they can’t 
visualize it, they’re not going to get it. 
And they’re not going to be able to trou- 
bleshoot it. When you use the animated 
graphics you can show these abstract 
ideas. You couldn’t do that without the 
electronic classroom.” 

It’s a high-tech world. Science fiction 
is fast becoming reality. The Navy has to 
keep up the pace. AECs are a great place 
to start. 

Barnes is a journalist and Hampshire is a 
photojournalist assigned to All Hands. 
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ome people join the Navy for the 
travel. Some join to get technical S training. Some even join for the 

money. And then there are those who join 
looking for something special - adventure, 
camaraderie, honor, pride. These people are 
looking for something different, something 
greater than themselves. Machinery 
Repairman 1st Class Merv “Bando” Keeto is 
one of those people. He signed up to find the 
“spice of life.” 

Keeto joined the Navy 18 years ago. He had 
tried college, but it just wasn’t for him. He needed 
something mo$e. 

“When I was a kid, my grandfather would tell me stories 
about being captured as a prisoner of war (POW),” said Keeto. 
“I always remembered that. I wanted to do something for 
my country.” 

The Hunter’s Point, Ariz., native is a senior instructor at 
the MR “A” school in Great Lakes, Ill., and is a full-blooded 
Navajo Indian who grew up on a Navajo Indian reservation. 
He speaks fluent Navajo and understands some Spanish. 

The third youngest of 10 children, he was brought up in a 
traditional Navajo family, and his family is still very close. 

“I believe teaching is the most important trait in the Navy,” 
he said. “As an instructor, you have to be highly motivated. 
When you are standing behind a podium, it doesn’t matter that 
you’re tired because you stood duty the night before. Your 
students are eager to learn and they are looking to you for answers.” 



And Keeto certainly has them. 
Keeto may be a machinist, but some 

say he’s a magician. He can do wonders 
with the most insignificant shards of 
metal. When something breaks and there 
aren’t any parts to fix it, Keeto simply 
makes new ones. 

goes down,” said Keeto. “A part has a 
broken stud and the shop has no one to 
go to. The MRs come in and fix it.” 

but it takes a lot of hard work and skill. 
“You have to have a strong math back- 
ground and be mechanically inclined. Just 
by having this skill, I think I possess 
something that is very important for 
the Navy.” 

The MR “A” school is set up in six, 
phases. Keeto is one of eight instructors 

“Say for instance, a piece of equipment 

It may sound like a lot of hocus pocus, 

MR1 Merv Keeto looks on as FA Erik Altvatter, of Thousand Oaks, Calif., threads a bonnet nut. 

and teaches the fifth and sixth phases. He 
gets the students after they learn about 
layout and benchwork - the basics of the 
trade. He teaches the operations of the 
milling machine used to manufacture 
spur gears, gear racks and any other 
geometric forms. 

He is also a professional bull rider, 
which seems a somewhat out-of-place 
occupation for someone who always 
preaches safety to his students. “Our 
motto for the MR rating is ‘Safety 
Accuracy and Speed,”’ he explained. 
“Safety is paramount. Safety has no quit- 
ting time. It must always be there.” 

But growing up on a reservation, the 
rodeo always seemed to call out to him. 
And when his oldest brother gave him a 
chance to ride, he took it. 

“He used to ride in the pro-rodeo 
circuit,” said Keeto. “He was riding the 
saddle bronc and bareback and he 
suggested that I ride the bulls.” 

“But it’s an awesome feeling - the power 
of an animal and yourself.” 

He has been injured several times, the 
worst being in June 1996 when he “dash- 
boarded,” which means he fell forward 
onto the horns on the bull. “But I have to 
ride. I love it.” 

“It’s very challenging,” he continued. 

It looks like MR1 Merv Keeto has 
found the “spice” in his li 

Barnes is a journalist and Hampshire is a 
photojournalist assigned to All Hands. 

Instructor MR1 Mew Keeto shows FR 
Matthew Davis, from Walhalla, S.C., how 

to machine a spur gear on a milling 
machine and indexing head. 



C y b e r S a i l o r  ______ 

I 

L PC or a Mac1 Z. That is, it's based ( 
mdrd that IBM introd 

oftware available, 

tnd are comfort- the 

ce color printer or scanner 

wan hat, plus 
the latl 1 games expl 

1 can get. Foi 
rers out ther 

56 MHz 



64MR nf R A h  

almost certain to have your basic 
ds filled by anything you’ll 

n the store. Look for 4 
bytes of RAM on the card 
inimum. You potential 



I nn  t h e  F l e e t  

1 is a monthly photo feature sponsored by 

the Chief of Information Navy News Photo Division. We are looking 

for I H I G H I M P A C 7 I quality photography from 

in the fleet to showcase the American Sailor in -1 

RED LINE 
I 

Aviation ordnalltit.lllt.ll ICIIIUVC dn AIM-7 
Sparrow missile from an F/A-18 Hornet 



An electronics tech 
Hawk (CV 63) climbs out of the core of an air traffic con- 
trol radar tower after checking the lubricating oil level. 
Photo by PH3 Chris D. Howell 

;PIT AND POLIST- 

AE2 Victor Melendez of El Paso, Texas, cleans th 
canopy of one of the Blue Angels demonstration 
jets after morning turns at El Centro, Calif. The 
Blue Angels were in El Centro from January to 
March practicing for the '99 season 
Photo by PHI(AW) Ron Newsorr- 

- - 

To be considered, forward your images with full credit and cutline 
information, including: full name, rank and duty station. Name all 
identifiable people within the photo and include important information 
about what is happening, where the photo was taken and the date. 

imands with digital photo capability can send attached .jpg files to: 
inewsphoto@hq.navy.mil. 

Jr subrr ' ions to: 
I u-v I I JEWS P, Iv I JIVISION 
NAVAL MEDIA CENTER, 
2713 MITSCHER RD., S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20373-581 9 45 
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ing approaches in th 

the ship’s “Big Eyes” while standing a Lo 
Watch on board USS Nicholas (FFG 47 
Photo by PH1 Benjamin D. Olvey 
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An S-3B Viking assigned to Anti-Subma 
5 Maverick missile d 

Michael W. Pendergra 
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f Fayetteville, N.C., inspects t 
Sidewinder missi 
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By J O 1  Rcpbert A .  B e n s o n  
l 

slam it into first, is long gone) he had access to the Navy‘s 
you hit 88 mph, first computer: an IBM 1401. Vacuum 

that may tubes inside would hum and spark and 

Cory slow loris. He had a car that cornered 
like a battleship and probably weighed 

would operate as fast as the Indonesian 

about the same. It had tailfins equal in 
size to wings on the Navy’s Cutulina. He 
wowed his friends by using hip 1950’s 
lingo; words like, “daddy-0,” “swell,” 
“keen” and “dreamboat.” 

- 

Paulsen joined b e  Navy. 
Most of us $ere nothing more than a 

vision in our p 
6,1958 - the y Paulsen began his naval 
career. This mo th he is marking his 41st 
year in the Na4, which makes him - 
according to sobces at the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel in Mbgton ,  

nts heads back then, June 

president, “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” 
In 1958, Dwight D. Eisenhower was 

starring Elizabeth Taylor was 
playing at theaters, the laser hac ’ 

just been invented and a new 
organization called NASA came 

into being. These space people 
amazed the public with their hare- 

3 
gapped, unintebpted 
Naval service. 

that he attracts deer 
“I thought there 

would be some lcrusty master chief or 
admiral out theke with more time in, but I 
guess I’m it,” reMarked Paulsen, when he 

February. 

in half that timg. Navy ships are commis- 

before 

48 

brained talk of flying a rocket to the moon. 
After 12 years in the enlisted ranks, 

Paulson moved to the warrant officer 
community where he reached CW04. He 
then earned his commission and now 
serves as lieutenant commander in the 
Reserves. In his “other” job, Paulsen is a 
senior systems analyst for a window and 
door company in Minnesota. 

For Paulsen, it all began in the fi-igid 
twin cities 41 years ago, and it’s all going to 
end there; he retires in December when he 
hits his 60th birthday. 

Next in line to carry the old salt torch 
will be CAPT Hany Smith, from 
Annapolis, Md. Smith is at the 37-year 
mark and counting. Maybe someone 
should design an old salt trophy to be 
passed down as each Sailor with the most 
years retires. How about a large salt shaker 
with a white hat on top? 

Excuse me Mr. Paulsen, would you 
please pass the salt? 

Gundr in the modern Navy, usually 
means talsifying reports and records. The 
origin of the term is somewhat obscure, but 
at the risk of gundecking, here are two plau 
sible explanations for its modern usage. 
The deck below the upper deck on British 
sailing ships-of-war was called the gundeck 
although it carried no guns. This false deck 
may have been constructed to deceive ene- 
mies as to the amount of armament carried, 
thus the gundeck was a falsification. 
Another explanation may stem from short- 
cuts taken by early midshipmen when doing 
their navigation lessons. Each mid was sup- 
posed to take sun lines at noon and star 
sights at night and then go below to the 
gundeck, work out their calculations and 
show them to the navigator. 

formula for getting the correct answers. 
They would note the noon or last position on 
the quarterdeck traverse board and deter- 
mine the approximate current position by 
dead reckoning plotting. Armed with this 
information, they proceeded to the gundeck 
to “gundeck” their navigation homework by 
simply working backwards from the dead 

Some of these young men had a special 

reckoning position. 

The bitter el., “f a line is the last of the 
line secured to the bitts (those wooden o 
iron posts sticking through a ship’s deck 
called bitters). Nautical usage has somewha 
expanded the original definition in that todal 
the end of any line, secured to bitts or not, i s  
called a bitter end. 

Phrases like “stick it out ‘til the bitter 
end” and “faithful to the bitter end” are 
derivations of the nautical term and refer to 
anyone who insists on adhering to a course 
of action without regard to consequences. 

‘‘Sleep TigU ,,erives from the fact that 
early mattmsses were filled with straw and 
held up with rope stretched across the bed- 
frame. In order to support the weight of the 
individual the ropes had to be pulled tight. 



DC School 
Great lakes. 111. 

Where 
r5 



V!\ I 

. -  
i.,. a 

f 

F 


